[Hepatitis delta virus RNA detection by one-step RT-PCR].
We have developed a method of detection HDV RNA where the reverse transcription and amplification are carried out in the same tube, thus reducing the handling time and the contamination risk. RNA extracted from serum or plasma on a microcolumn technique (kit QIAamp viral RNA, QIAgen) is submitted to reverse transcription and amplification by using the One-Step RT-PCR kit (QIAgen). Primers and probe were placed in the conserved ribozymic regions of the HDV genome. The sensitivity of the technique was estimated to 420 copies per reaction by using serial dilutions of a tittered sample. Its specificity was shown by the negativity of 24 samples from anti-HDV negative subjects, either healthy or coinfected by HBV, HCV or HGV. A low tittered sample was reproductively detected in different series. This One-step RT-PCR technique is specific, reproducible and allows the fast detection of active HDV RNA replication. Its adaptation to the routine diagnosis in a laboratory of medical virology is possible and will allow its evaluation on a greater number samples.